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Wishing everyone a joyous and peaceful beginningnother academic year!

A reminder that the quarterly Presbyterate-Diacendgeting is tomorrow, Thursday, September
11" at Sacred Heart in Early, from 10 am to aboud2181. Deacons are, as always, invited to
attend these quarterly meetings. If you have meady RSVP’d for the headcount for lunch, but
would like to come anyway, please do attend, briggiour own lunch.

Our own deacon academic calendar for the yeandinal) both formation schedule and

community events (underlined events indicate dlivaa@eacons expected to attgnd

September 13 — Annual Business Meeting

September 15-16 — NADD Regional in Springfield, MO
[Excellence in Catechesis: Sept 15-Mallard, 164Bn@2-Danbury, 23-Alton]

September 27 — Formation 2: Sacraments, SocialhiregaColloquium

October 3-4 — Permanent Deacon Ordinatiah Cathedral (Vespers, Mass, Reception)

October 18 — Formation 3: Sacraments, Social Tag¢lolloquium (thquiry session, 10-11 @m

November 1 — Fall Day of ReflectipMass with Bishop Nickless

November 15 — Formation 4: Sacraments, Social Tiegcolloquium (+nhquiry Day of Reflection,
Prayer and Discernment, 9 am - ngon

December 5 — Deacon Community Christmas Party (Qies)

December 6 — Formation 5: Sacraments, Social Tegchiolloquium

December 20 — Formation 6: OT, Social Teachingld@aium

January 10 — Formation 7: OT, Liturgy, Colloquium

January 24 — Formation 8: OT, Liturgy, Colloquium

January 31 — alternate class date

February 14 — Formation 9: OT, Liturgy, Colloquium

February 28 — Formation 10: OT, Liturgy, Colloquium

March 7 — alternate class date

March 21 — Formation 11: Ministry, Liturgy, Colloigum

March 28 — Spring Day of ReflectipMass with Bishop Nickless

April 4 — Formation 12: Ministry, Liturgy, Colloqum

April 6 — Chrism Massat Cathedral

April 12 — Easter Sunday

April 18 — Formation 13: Ministry, Liturgy, Collodgum

April 22-25 — NADD National in Chicago

May 2 — Formation 14: Ministry, Liturgy, Colloquium

May 16 — Formation 15: Ministry, Liturgy, Colloguiu

May 23 — alternate class date

May 30 — New Aspirants’ Day of Reflection: “Spigtity of Deacon-in-Formation,” 9 am - noon, Early

June 19-21, 2009 — Annual RetreSthuyler NE

You've all seen Bishop Nickless’s letter in lastekis Globe, in response to Senator Pelosi’s
highly erroneous public statements. Some of yaghirlso have tracked down a few of the
nearly 30 other statements issued in the last teeka by our Bishops, corrected error and
safeguarding the flock. Here is another suchrgbte Bishop Slattery of Tulsa, OK, in response
to Senator Biden’s weak use of the “personally ggpidout...” line. This is a very solid letter,
and has some good material to help us preach #tiswccurately, compassionately, and
prudently.

September 9, 2008
Saint Peter Claver, Apostle to the enslaved



To the priests and deacons of the diocese,

whose lives bear witness to the truth of the Gqspel

to the men and women religious

whose lives bear witness to the power of the Gospel

and to all the faithful of the Diocese, committea-I am -

to our common struggle to preserve the sanctity of

all human life, from its natural conception toristural death,
| sent my greetings in the Lord.

Peace be with you!

In recent weeks, Speaker of the House Nancy PatmsBSen. Joe Biden have been asked by Tom Brokaw

on “Meet the Press” to explain their personal amision the question 6fvhen does Human Life Begih?

The essence of their views, which they both claiendeveloped from their experience as Catholickiss
that the tradition is inconsistent (Pelosi), ancosgl, that even if it is clear, it is a matter efsonal faith
which, in a democracy, ought not be imposed onrstfi&den). Having made their views public, and by
presenting themselves as Catholics, both SpeakesiR&d Sen. Biden have invited a discussion athmut
legitimacy of their views.

I, and other bishops, have already stated thatkepé&losi’s position is clearly inconsistent wizththolic
teaching, and to promote such a view is scandalchere are many witnesses in the tradition thatrtte
state the Catholic view in opposition to Speakdoste

In view of the absolute duty that we all have adtpcting innocent human life, it is also necessary

respond publicly to Sen. Biden’s remarks. In hieiview, Sen. Biden explained that although he was
prepared as a matter of faith to accept the tegahiat life begins at the moment of conceptiomatild be
wrong in a pluralistic society to impose that judgrhon everyone else, who may be just as arddm &s

in their own faith. He remarked that abortion igo&rsonal and private isslie.

Sen. Bidefs remarks reflect two erroneous beliefs. It isrplafalse to assert that the answer to the

guestion of when human life begins is limited te thalm of personal and private faith and thatettoze
there is no basis for preferring one position awmasther. While it is true that Christian revelatimovides

a framework for understanding human nature, theeedsio biological evidence on when human life bggin
that all persons of good will, and not just Chést, may examine. Also, the division that Sen. Bide
creates between privacy and social responsibditgmuous. He supposes that social responsibilidy at
the point that we turn the decision over to indints.

Modern science clearly proves that human life beginconception. At the moment when DNA from the
mother and the father combine, a new, unique humeary, who will develop continuously until deats, i
created. From then on, the early zygote functiena Buman being. It has specifically human enzyanels
proteins, and, over time, it develops complex hutiesues and organs. After this genetic transfegn
never develop into any other kind of being. Eveit develops through the process of pregnancy, the
human nature of the zygote, embryo, fetus, or lewer changes. It is this nature that directs andes
the miraculous physical transformation that takaseoduring the pregnancy.

In fact, the desire of some persons to destroy goshin order to harvest stem cells is dependent tipe
reality that they are already biologically humaanSBiden’s support for increased federal fundihg o
embryonic stem cell research would therefore llds with his stated belief that life begins at
conception. Contrary to some misconceptions, #ny @uman embryo is not a vague collection ofutess
without specificity. In fact the exact oppositdnge. The first cells of this new human being contdl of
the information that will guide its developmentdbghout life. The process of embryonic and fetal

development involveswitching off the complete power of the early cells so that @y take on one
function, like being a heart cell.



While there are some members of our society whddauike to define this biological human being as
someone who does not share our basic human righth,as the right to its own existence, this is a
dangerous path. We, as a human society, have panedy before, with disastrous results. Inevigall
ends with the act of murdering those whom we obfje@s we have seen with the lynching of African
Americans, or the Holocaust, or the countless aeaocides of the 20th century. Whenever we treat
another human being as an object, a thing, thahesdo with as we please, rather than as a huntaompe
made in the image and likeness of God, we dimirash, inevitably destroy that being, and ourselves.

It is also paradoxical to suggest that by throwtimg cloak of “privacy over the act of abortion, that

individual choice can transform an evil act intonshing that is good, or even tolerable. If, as.B#den
believes, human life begins at conception, it fialilt to see how that view can be reconciled vitib
position that we, as a society, should legallywaliodividual persons to decide on their own if mesrds
wrong.

The modern day notion of “privatpassumes that there is a neat division betweeimdinddual who makes

a decision, and the rest of the human communitiprivate’ decision is one that is limited to the

individual. However, in the case of abortion, thécision has implications not only for the mothmrt also

for the father, both of their immediate familieadain fact, for all of our society. The mother ahd father
lose a child, the family a niece or nephew, or dcduild, and the rest of us, a companion in lifewHee
protect, or ignore, these smallest members of aoram community defines who we are as human persons.

A democracy, in order to flourish, must attendhe tlefense of the values that are essential tbuiman
community. Ignoring this hard work and simply redéigg abortion to the sphere of individual choice
allows a cancer to eat at our very core, as we ipeome human persons to sacrifice the lives ofictifior

their own personal reasons. As Catholics, we daaccept the premise that in the name of “privadly
choices are equally right.

Sen. Biden has opposed federal funding of abor@omsbacked the ban on partial birth abortions,fand
that he should be commended. Yet, his justificattrcontinuing to allow Roe v. Wade to stand asldw
of the United States is incompatible with Cathtdiaching.

Once an evil is truly seen for what it is, neitban an emphasis on “privacy” excuse one’s moral
responsibility to act to stop it, nor can definimgrder as a “right to choose” change what it i tha
actually chosen.

Trusting always in the protection of Our Blessedy,avhose immaculate womb first tabernacled the
Word made Flesh, and asking for your prayers, | am

In Domino

Edward J. Slattery
Bishop of Tulsa

From candidate Rick Roder, and his wife Wendy:

“Dear Diaconate & Formation Community, Knowing we would never be able to thank each of you
individually, Wendy and | would like to pass along our thanks to you for your prayers and support this
summer. We have a beautiful new little baby girl, Maggie, and Wendy came through everything very well.
We thank God for that because | am still not able to get around very well. But they still use the word
“fixable” for my hip and so we are thankful for that. My spiritual director, Fr. Richter, said that If you want
to know the full story of my hip troubles, see Genesis 32: 24-31!! But really, the prayers, cards, visits,
thoughts, kind words, etc. etc. are very much appreciated. What a comfort our Church is! And in this case,
especially, its’ servants! God bless you all. The Roder Family, Rick, Wendy, Will, Molly, Jocelyn and
Maggie.”



Notable Dates, September and October:
9/9 — Leroy Rupp, birthday

9/11 — Vicki Stover, Eldon Sullivan, birthday
9/12 — Bob Bruner, deceased

9/22 — Barb Reicks, birthday

9/25 — Gerry Bertrand, birthday

9/28 — Gaylene Rosburg, birthday

9/29 — Bob Lenz, birthday

10/4 — Molly MacDonald, birthday

10/11 - Judy Forrest, birthday, and Phil Doocythidiay

10/12 — Tom and Sarah Morgan, anniversary

10/19 - Jolene Billings, birthday

10/22 — Gerry and Ellen Streit, anniversary, antd Béskus, birthday, and Phil and Jane Doocy,
anniversary

10/25 — Peter Hart, birthday

10/28 — Judi Wiskus, birthday



